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P, the sixteenth letter in the English alpha-
Set, has varied considerably in form from its
Phoenician original, the greatest change tak-
ing place in the transition from Greek to
Latin, when the short perpendicular limb was
bent around to join the longer. In all of
these languages, however, it stood for the
same sound, which it still retains in English,
At the beginning of a few words; as psalm,
and before £ in a few words, as receipt, p is
silent. It forms a part of one diagraph, ph}
which has the same sound as /.
The most important use of P as an ab-
breviation is for the Latin post, in such ex-
pressions as P. M,, afternoon, P. S., post-
script.
PACHYDERM, pak'iderm, a group of
mammals characterized by having a thick
skin. The group includes the elephant, the
hippopotamus, the rhinoceros, the tapir and
the hog. The name is no longer in scientific
use, but the terms pachyderm and thick-
skinned are frequently employed in human
affairs to denote lack of sensitiveness.
PACIFIC OCEAK", pasifib, that immense
expanse of water which extends between the
North and South American continents and
Asia and Australia. It is the largest of the
oceans, exceeding in compass the whole of
the four continents taken together, and oc-
cupying more than a fourth part of the
earth's area and fully one-half of its water
surface. Its greatest extent east and west,
lOjOOO miles, is along the equator; its great-
est length from north to south is 7,350 miles,
and its area is estimated to be 70,000,000
square miles. The average depth is about
15,180 feet, or 2,530 fathoms. The greatest
depth so far discovered is near Mindanao, one
of the Philippines, where the soundings show
a depth of over six miles, or 32,088 feet
There are seven other places where the depth
exceeds 30,000 feet The currents of the Pa-
 cific are similar to those of the Atlantic, but
they are on a larger scale. The Japan Cur-
rent, sometimes called the Kuro Siwo, cor-
responds to the Gulf Stream, and in the
South Pacific the Humboldt Current, which
flows along the west coast of South America,
corresponds to the Benguela Current of West
Africa.
The trade winds are less regular than in
the Atlantic, especially in the South Pacific,
where the numerous groups of islands dis-
turb the regularity of atmospheric pressure,
Typhoons are of frequent occurrence in the
China Sea. The American shore line is com-
paratively regular, having only one deep
indentation, the Gulf of California, but the
Asiatic shore is more irregular. Among the
largest indentations are the China Sea, the
Yellow Sea, the Japan Sea and the Okhotsk
Sea.
The Portuguese were the first Europeans
who entered the Pacific. Balboa, in 1513, dis-
covered it from the summit of the mountains
which traverse the Isthmus of Darien, or
Panama. Magellan sailed across it from
east to west in 1520-1521. Drake, Tasman,
Bering, Anson, Byron, Bougainville, Cook,
Vancouver, Laperons and others traversed it
in different directions in the seventeenth and
eightenth centuries. The name, meaning
peaceful, was given the ocean by Magellan,
who had a pleasant voyage across it, but the
Pacific has as severe storms as the Atlantic.
See ocean; ocean CtmBEOTS.
PADDLEHSE, a large fish allied to the
sturgeons, so named from its long, broad,
paddle-shaped snout, with which it stirs up
soft, muddy water-bottoms in search of food,
Its average length is about three feet, and
its weight is about thirty pounds, but speci-
mens weighing 150 pounds have been caught.
The skin is greenish and is without scales.
The flesh is smoked and the roe is made into

